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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore [Mr. STEVENS].

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, You have challenged us
to become like children in order to
enter Your kingdom. Today give us a
child’s trust, that we may find joy in
Your guidance. Give us a child’s won-
der, that we may never take for grant-
ed the Earth’s beauty and the sky’s
glory. Give us a child’s love, that we
may find our greatest joy in being
close to You. Give us a child’s humil-
ity, that we will trust Your wisdom to
order our steps.

Guide our Senators and those who
support them through the challenges of
this day. As they look to You for wis-
dom, supply their needs according to
Your infinite riches.

We pray in Your righteous Name.
Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The PRESIDENT pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one Nation under
God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for
all.

———
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under

the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

——————

PROTECTION OF LAWFUL COM-
MERCE IN ARMS ACT—MOTION
TO PROCEED

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to
proceed to S. 397, which the clerk will
report.

Senate

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 397) to prohibit civil liability ac-
tions from being brought or continued
against manufacturers, distributors, dealers,
or importers of firearms or ammunition for
damages, injunctive or other relief resulting
from the misuse of their products by others.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the time from 10 to
2 p.m. shall be equally divided, with
the majority in control of the first
hour and the Democrats in control of
the second hour, rotating in that fash-
ion until 2 p.m.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The

majority leader is recognized.
SCHEDULE

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, this morn-
ing we are returning to the motion to
proceed to the Protection of Lawful
Commerce in Arms Act, otherwise
known as the gun manufacturers liabil-
ity legislation. Yesterday we invoked
cloture on the motion to proceed. We
now have an order to begin the bill at
2 p.m. today. The debate will be equal-
ly divided until 2 o’clock today. I un-
derstand a rollcall vote will not be nec-
essary, and we will have a voice vote at
2 p.m. and then be on the bill.

Senators can expect a cloture vote on
the underlying bill to occur on Friday,
unless we change that time by consent.
As I stated repeatedly over the last
several days, we are going to have a
very busy session as we address a range
of issues, including energy and high-
ways and the Interior funding bill, the
gun manufacturers liability bill, vet-
erans funding, nominations, and other
issues.

Just a quick update on several of
these. In terms of the Energy bill, after
5 years of hard work, the energy con-
ferees are now done. I expect that that
legislation will be filed shortly. This is
a major accomplishment that will
cause serious and dramatic changes in
how we produce, deliver, and consume
energy. We simply would not be at this
point without the hard work, the perse-

verance, and the patience of Senator
DOMENICI and his partner, Senator
BINGAMAN, as well as Congressman
BARTON. We will pass that conference
report this week. Our country will be
all the better for it.

I was talking to the Secretary of En-
ergy earlier this morning. We were dis-
cussing the absolute importance of
passing this bill to establish a frame-
work of policy from this legislative
body. He again referred to the great
good this bill will do.

On highways, it has taken this Con-
gress 3 tough years of work to come to
this point, but with just a little more
work, we will have a bill that the
President will sign. Our conferees are
working and should complete the writ-
ing of it today. I spent time with sev-
eral of the conferees yesterday and
with the Speaker, as we coordinate
completion of this highway bill.

The good news for the American peo-
ple is, as they see what is sometimes
confusing on the floor of the Senate as
these bills come in, this particular
highway bill will make our streets and
our highways safer. It will make our
economy more productive. It will cre-
ate many new jobs.

I mentioned veterans funding. Yes-
terday, the House and Senate majority
agreed to ensure that $1.5 billion of
needed funding will be given to the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs this fiscal
year. Veterans can be assured that
their health care will remain funded. I
know it is confusing what you hear on
the floor, but that action is being
taken.

I mentioned Interior funding. Yester-
day both Houses agreed to fund many
of the programs that affect many of
our public lands held in trust for Amer-
icans throughout the country. We in-
tend to complete action on this con-
ference report this week as well.

Late last night, the conferees com-
pleted work on the Legislative Branch
appropriations bill, and we will be at-
tempting to clear that legislation as
well this week.
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